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Module 4: Hosting Country 

part 1: introduction 

 

Introduction to the Module 

This module is designed to prepare learners for their work placement abroad specially due to the 

hosting country. Most of the learners won’t have gone to a foreign country before and dispose only of 

little intercultural information. Therefore mostly there might be a big lack of intercultural awareness so 

that it is very important to prepare them or to let them prepare to live abroad. 

The Module is split into four parts  

Part 1: preparation 

Part 2: hosting culture 

Part 3: contacts 

Part 4: living in the hosting country 

Each part consists of one to three learning units. In part 1 the learner should gather some information 

about different hosting countries where he or she would like to go to. Based on this information rather 

than on prejudices the learner should decide about the hosting country. Ongoing through the following 

parts of module 4 the learner will be guided to prepare himself for the stay abroad. Contacts to the 

peer mentoring group as well as facebook contacts will secure that authentic information is 

transferred in a “fresh way” from learner to learner. 

Method of delivery: This module consists of individual research and work which then is connected to 

group work mostly in the peer mentoring group. Depending of the competences of the learners of the 

peer mentoring group the group work could be moderated either by them or by a teacher/trainer, 

preferably one who has past experience in accompanying learners abroad or who has been involved 

in mobility preparation previously.  

Learning Outcomes: Each module is linked to specific learning outcomes, taken from the Learner 

Competence Card. The learning outcomes are documented on the head page of each of the learning 

units. 
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Module 4: Hosting Country 

part 1: Preparation 

Unit  subject / topic resources 

4-1-1 

 

research for some 
general information 
about the possible  
hosting countries 

language: English 

 

 internet research 

 hosting country/town 
information 

learning 
outcome 

learner 
competence 
card 

 Express thoughts, feelings, 
facts and opinions in writing  

 Interact with individuals and 
groups in an appropriate way  

 Demonstrate listening and 
conversational skills 

 Use appropriate 
communication methods 
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Work assignment for the learner: 

Choose at least 3 european partner countries where you’d like to go to: 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

To get the information to answer the following question please use  
www.mobilityinlearning.eu/!learners/xxx or other internet information. 

 

For every choosen country please find out information to ask the following questions: 

1. The country 

 Where is the country located in Europe? 

 How many people live in the country? 

 Which is the capital and where is it located? 

 Which documents do you need to travel to this country. 
How long do they have to be valid? 
a) Do you own the needed documents? If not: 
b) How do you get them, how long will it take, and how much does it cost? 

 Which is the national currency of the country and what is the actual exchange rate? 

 

2. The Partner City 

 Which is the partner city and where is it located? 

 How many people are leaving in the hosting city? 

 Which is the cheapest connection from your home town to the hosting city ? 
Compare bus, train, airplane and combinations of it. 
Keep in mind the weight of your luggage and the costs for it. 

 

3. Presentation and Interchange 

Present your research results in a group of learners. Listen to the results of the other learners, give feedback to 

them and interchange your remarks. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mobilityinlearning.eu/!learners/xxx
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Module 4: Hosting Country 

part 1: Preparation 

Unit  subject / topic resources 

4-1-2 

 

choose hosting 
country and explain 
reasons for choice 

unit 4-1-2.pdf 

language: English 

learning 
outcome 

learner 
competence 
card 

 Express thoughts, feelings, 
facts and opinions verbally  

 Express thoughts, feelings, 

facts and opinions in writing 

 Interact with individuals and 
groups in an appropriate way  

 Demonstrate listening and 
conversational skills 

 Use appropriate 
communication methods 
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Work assignment for the learner: 

 

task 1: 

 Which country have you chosen for your work-exchange? 

 Give some information about this country. 

 

task 2: 

 Mention at least 3 reasons for your choice. 

 Present the country information and the reasons for your choice in a group of learners 
including the peer mentors.  

 Listen to the feedback of them whether they can understand your choice. 

 Has their feedback influenced your decision? 
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Module 4: Hosting Country 

part 1: Preparation 

Unit  subject / topic resources 

4-1-3 

 

organisational 
information about 
hosting country and 
travelling 

unit 4-1-3.pdf 

language: English 

 

learning 
outcome 

learner 
competence 
card 

 Express thoughts, feelings, 
facts and opinions in writing 

 Prepare for learning in the 
workplace 

 Apply & transfer knowledge 
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Work assignment for the learner: 

 

task 1: general information 

Get some general information about the country you are going to visit. At least write answers to 
the following questions: 

 Where is the country located? 

 Which language(s) is/are spoken? 

 How many inhabitants has the country. 

 Which is the capital? 

 Who is the prime minister and which political party is ruling? 

 Which are the biggest religious communities? 

 Mention at least three common prejudices about the country and try to find out true 
descriptions.  

 

task 2: practical information 

Get information about the following questions due to your hosting country. 

Please write down or print out all information you have collected to and organize them to use it 
later on: 

 Which documents are needed to visit the country? 
How long do they have to be valid? 

 Which currency is used? 

If it isn’t the Euro get the exchange rate 

1 €  =  ___  1 __  = _____€ 

10 € =  ___  10 __  = _____€ 

100 € =  ___  100 __  = _____€ 

 How much are the costs of living – including the cost of basic foodstuffs? 

 What are the emergency contact numbers – police, medical services, fire service? 

 What are the opening hours of offices and banks? 

 How do you get your money, which cards are accepted? 

 How will be the climate during your stay – which temperatures are expected? 
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Module 4: Hosting Country 

part 2: hosting culture 

Unit  subject / topic resources 

4-2-1 

 

intercultural training 

 What’s culture 

 Stereotypes 

 Differences 

 Culture shock 

 How to deal with… 

language: English 

 internet, 

 migrants in the own 
country 

 peer mentoring group 

learning 
outcome 

learner 
competence 
card 

Learning to learn: 

 Try out new methods 

 Apply & transfer  knowledge 

 Be willing to take advice 

 Concentrate and persevere 

 

Social and civic competencies: 

 Overcome preconceived ideas 
and prejudices 
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Work assignment for the learner: 

 

task 1: information 

Do research in the internet and try to get information about the following items: 

 Lifestyle  - what’s in? what’s out? 

 Rules  - how to behave or better not to behave 

 Infrastructure - where to get your things you need 

 Laws  - are there any other laws in the hosting country? 

 Customs  - which strange customs you can face in the hosting country? 

 Food  - which special meals you can get? 

     where do you get the food you are accustomed to?  

 

task 2: comparison 

Compare the information to your own ideas about the topics (see questions of task 1): 

(take the table as tip to organise your work) 

 my country hosting country 

Lifestyle   

Rules   

Infrastructure   

Laws   

Customs   

Food   

 

 

task 3: feedback 

 Present your outcomes to other learners or the peer mentoring group and get feedback of 

them. 

 Get feedback via facebook from peer mentoring learners of the hosting country. 
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Module 4: Hosting Country 

part 2: hosting culture 

Unit  subject / topic resources 

4-2-2 

 

 eating, shopping, 
entertainment 

 traditional food 

 places for shopping 
special products 

 pubs and places for 
young people 

language: English 

 internet research 

 interviews 

 City-map 

learning 
outcome 

learner 
competence 
card 

Communication in foreign 
languages: 
 Express thoughts, feelings, 

facts and opinions verbally 
 Interact with individuals and 

groups in an appropriate way 
 

Learning to learn: 

 Apply & transfer  knowledge 
 Be willing to take advice 
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Work assignment for the learner: 

Find answers for the following questions by internet research or contacting peer mentor 
learners via facebook: 

 

Food & Eating 

 Is there special food? 

 Do I have personal health problems with parts of the traditional food? 

 Are there alternatives? 

 How can I explain the problem to my host? 

 Where do I get the products I need? 

 Where can I go for a meal or for meeting young people? 

 

Shopping 

 Which are special goods of the hosting country? 

 Where do you find shops for this goods? 

 Which are goods you can buy cheaper there then at home? 

 Where do you find clothing which you can’t buy at home? 

 

Entertainment 

 Where do people go to meet other young people? 

 Where do you find bars & clubs where you can get to learn young people? 

 Are there any clubs, etc. where you shouldn’t go to? 

 Are there special youth events during your stay and what are the costs? 

 During your stay is there any possibility to do that kind of sport you do at home? 
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Module 4: Hosting Country 

part 4: living in the hosting country 

Unit  subject / topic resources 

4-2-3 

 

traditions and 
customs 
(transport/holidays) 

• Beliefs, values, ethics, 
customs and national 
character 

• Interpersonal relations 

• Building relationships 

• Communication  verbal 
and  non-verbal 

• Social etiquette  

- Internet 

- Host Family 

- Social Media 

- National Media of your  
  hosting country 

 

learning 
outcome 

learner 
competence 
card 

 Express thoughts, feelings, facts 
and opinions verbally 

 Apply & transfer  knowledge 
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Work assignment for the learner: 
 

 Inform yourself about the typical national customs of your  
hosting country (produce a short list). 

 Try to find information about beliefs, ethics and religion of your  
hosting country (produce a short list) 

 Find a list of public holidays. 

 Ask people via Social Media about the verbal communicational 
differences and the non verbal patterns between your country and 
your hosting country. 
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Module 4: Hosting Country 

part 1: contacts 

Unit  subject / topic resources 

4-3-1 

 

peer-mentoring 
meetings 

language: English 

learning 
outcome 

learner 
competence 
card 

 Express thoughts, feelings, 
facts and opinions verbally  

 Interact with individuals and 
groups in an appropriate way  

 Demonstrate listening and 
conversational skills 

 Use appropriate 
communication methods 
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Work assignment for the learner: 

 

Peer-mentors are learners from your Second Chance School who typically have already been to 
a work placement abroad. They can help you to pass successfully your transnational work 
placement. All questions about your stay in a foreign country you can discuss with the peer 
mentors. They will share their experience and answer as many questions as possible. If they 
don’t know they will discuss with you how to get the missing information. 

 

tasks: 

 You should join all peer-mentoring meetings. 

 For every meeting prepare a list of your questions. 

 During the meetings write down the given information to keep it for later use. 

 Test your presentations (e.g. about your home country) in front of the peer-mentoring group. 

 Get a feed-back form the peer-mentors, ensure that you understand the remarks and modify 

your presentation. 
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Module 4: Hosting Country 

part 3: contacts 

Unit  subject / topic resources 

4-3-2 

 

take up facebook 
contact with  
peer mentors of the 
chosen country 

language: English 

 

peer mentors 

 

learning 
outcome 

learner 
competence 
card 

 Express thoughts, feelings, 
facts and opinions verbally  

 Express thoughts, feelings, 
facts and opinions in writing  

 Interact with individuals and 
groups in an appropriate way  

 Demonstrate listening and 
conversational skills 

 Use appropriate 
communication methods 
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Work assignment for the learner: 

 

If you have chosen your country for a work placement you should ask your teacher/trainer or your 
mentor about the names of the peer mentors of the chosen country. 

 

tasks: 

 Take up facebook contact with the peer mentors. 

 Get some basic information about the hosting peer mentors. 

 Give some information about you, your school, etc. to them. 

 Discuss the questions about  

- customs and traditions, 

- eating, shopping, entertainment, 

that have arised during the work on the corresponding units 4-2-1, 4-2-2 and 4-2-3. 

 Ask for general customs, etc. on work. 

 Ask the peer mentors whether they can give you some information specially about the  

hosting company.  

 Get a feed-back form the peer-mentors about conversation in English: 

- Whether English is spoken? 

- Whether the English you speak or write is understandable? 

 Ask one of the peer mentors whether he or she will be your buddy during your stay! 

Get the following information of your buddy: 

mobile number, date for first meeting (on arrival?), how much time does she or he can provide 
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 Get some basic expressions in the language of the hosting country 

 The following list should be translated to your language: 

 hosting language 

Hello  

good morning 

good evening 

good bye 

 

who? 

where? 

what? 

when? 

why? 

 

yes / no 

are there … ? 

I’d like to have... 

how much is … ? 

 

thank you! 

please 

sorry 

how are you? 

may I … ? 

 

 

 Add some expression you’d like to know when you living in the hosting country and find out 

their translations. 
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Module 4: Hosting Country 

part 3: contacts 

Unit  subject / topic resources 

4-3-3 

 

prepare some 
general information 
about your 
background 

language: English 

LeoPlus Toolkit –  
Tasks for Trainees 
Considering Placement.pdf 

learning 
outcome 

learner 
competence 
card 

 Express thoughts, feelings, 
facts and opinions verbally  

 Express thoughts, feelings, 
facts and opinions in writing  

 Interact with individuals and 
groups in an appropriate way  

 Demonstrate listening and 
conversational skills 

 Use appropriate 
communication methods 
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Work assignment for the learner: 

 

ME AND MY CULTURE  

When you go abroad, where learner evaluation is based on different criteria than in your own country, your self-
consciousness and self-esteem ought to be strong. You might feel insecure, because you don't understand 
everything and you are not always able to take part in conversations. It is important that you have a clear picture 
of your own identity: you know who you are, what your strengths and weaknesses are, what kind of goals you 
have in relation to your work and personal life.  

 

task 1: my country 

When you are abroad, you always represent 
your home country and it is important to know 
the basic facts about your own country and its 
history. Write down the following answers either 
in English or by using the language of the target 
country. You shouldn't put too much effort in 
spelling or grammar. It is far more important to 
be able to express yourself in a foreign 
language.  

source: LeoPlus Toolkit –  
Tasks for Trainees Considering Placement.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

task 2: my home town 

Gather some information about your home town: 

 How many inhabitants  
has your home town? 

 Where is it situated in the country? 
 What is your home town famous for? 
 Get some characteristic pictures about your 

home town. 
 

task 3: my Second Chance School 

Gather some information about your home school: 

 How many learners / classes are learning at 
your home school? 

 Make a short description about learning at 
your school. 

 Add a picture of your school. 

  

Name three most important events in the history of your 
country.  

Name some important events that have affected the life in 
your country during the recent years?  

When is the national day in your country and how is it 
celebrated?  

When did your country join the EU (if an EU country)?  

Tell about the population of your country?  
(immigrants, minorities etc.)  

What are the main export products of your country?  

What are the main import products of your country?  

Tell about the nature in your country.  

What can you tell about the education system in your country?  

What can you tell about the social and health care services in 
your country?  
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task 4: prepare presentation 

Prepare a presentation in English language or in the language of the hosting country with some important 
information for other learners about 

 your home country 
 your home city 
 your second chance school. 

Use text, pictures, video, etc. for your presentation. 

 

task 5: show presentation 

Show your presentation to a group of learners. Listen to the feedback to your presentation. 

 

task 6: adaption of your presentation 

Adapt your presentation according to the feedback. 

Perhaps you can show the presentation again to the other learners. 
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Module 4: Hosting Country 

part 4: living in the hosting country 

Unit  subject / topic resources 

4-4-1 
 

Living in the hosting country 

 Decision making 

language: English 

learning 
outcome 

learner 
competence 
card 

 

Learning to learn: 

 Apply & transfer  knowledge 

 Try out new methods 
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Work assignment for the learner: 

 

1. Importance of decisions 

Every day you are making decisions – many small ones up to some big ones. Following there is a list 

of different decisions. Please rank them from 1 – 10 of least to most consequential.  

 rank 

Whether to borrow more than 100 € from a friend  

Whether to have sex with your girlfriend/ boyfriend  

Whether to go to school today or not  

Whether to leave school after two lessons or stay  

Whether to do your homework or not  

Whether to drop out of school this week  

Whether to take drugs with your friends  

Whether to have coke with your dinner  

 

Discuss your rankings with the other learners and give reasons for your choices. 

 

 

2. Consequences of decisions 

Every decision has its consequences. To avoid negative consequences you should gather as much 

information as possible and suitable to the decisions: little ones normally need none or only little 

information. But before making an important decision you should inform yourself as well as possible. 

 

Look at the table which is showing decisions in different contexts. Decide whether there are serious 

consequences or less/little consequences: 

Decision  Context  
Seriousness of 
consequence  

Choosing which shirt to wear  To wear at home  
 

 To wear at school  
 

 To wear on the first day of work  
 

 To wear to your wedding  
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Borrowing money  Borrow 5 € from your mom  
 

 Borrow 20 € from your teacher  
 

 Borrow 100 € from your best 

friend  

 

 Borrow 1.000 € from a money 

lender  

 

  
 

Driving a motorbike  To go to the shop around the 
corner. 

 

 To take your grandmother to 
the health clinic  

 

 To go buy more alcohol at 2am  
 

 To go to the Capital 
 

 

Now please answer the following questions:  

 Sometimes simple actions and decisions can have big consequences. In the examples above 
what are the biggest consequences? How could these decisions affect your life?  

 What are some of the choices above that have little consequence?  

 What does this tell you about decision making?  

(Tip: You need to be mindful about the context and the possible consequences when making 
decisions)  

 

3. My decisions and consequences 

Please answer the following questions: 

 What will be my most important decision next week and what are the different consequences? 

 What will be my most important decision next month and what are the different consequences? 

 What will be my most important decision next year and what are the different consequences? 
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Module 4: Hosting Country 

part 4: living in the hosting country 

Unit  subject / topic resources 

4-4-2 
 

Living in the hosting country: 

 Taking responsibility 

language: English 
 

learning 
outcome 

learner 
competence 
card 

 

Learning to learn: 

 Apply & transfer  knowledge 

 Try out new methods 
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Work assignment for the learner: 

 

General setting: 

You should answer all questions of this unit due to a special place of work situation. 

 If you already know to which company you’ll go to answer the question due to the 

concrete work you’ll do there. 

 If you don’t know the company imagen a concrete kind of work which you would like to do. 

 

 

1. Taking responsibility – Accountability 

Give answers to the following questions in relation to your place of work (see above): 

 How do you know if you are responsible?  

 What happens when no one is responsible?  

 Where are you responsible?  

 What are you responsible to?  

 What is the difference between having responsibilities and taking responsibility?  

 What responsibilities can you take? Which are appropriate for you to take?  

 What happens when you take responsibility?  

Discuss your answers with the other learners. 

see next page  
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2. Make a decision to take responsibility or not:  

Here a list of situations are given to the apprentices and you must determine if these are task 

they should take responsibility for or not and be able to explain why. 

 Translate for a guest from your own country.  

 Find someone to translate for a guest from another country.  

 Go to the supermarket up the street and buy 6 rolls, two bottles of coke, 4 apples and get 

a receipt to bring back.  

 Make fresh coffee for 4 people.  

 Translate a page of writing in your language to the hosting language in one hour.  

 Translate a page of writing in your language to the hosting language.  

 Type a letter in the hosting language on the computer.  

 Type a letter in English on the computer.  

 Send one of the other learners to the bus station.  

 Order lunch for 10 people over the phone English.  

 Prepare the office for a meeting with 20 people including coffee, snacks and lunch.  

 Repair a light that is broken.  

 Repair a tire on a motorbike.  


